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Local composer and percussionist Joseph Bertolozzi used a variety of hammers Tuesday to play and record sounds on

the steel of the Mid-Hudson Bndge in Poughkeepsne
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Bridge: Musician planning
for 400th anniversary pro;ect

Continued. from 1A

which supports the span’s west
tower and sits in the river
Bertolozzi plans to swing a small
log, to which lamb’s wool has
been affixed, into the bridge’s
western cross frame and record
the resulting sound. '
Bertolozzi in 2009 hopes to
assemble a team of 16 percus-
sionists to “play” the bridge as part
of New York state’s 400th anniver-
sary celebration of Henry Hudson'’s
sail up the river that would later
bear his name; Samuel de Cham-
plain’s exploration of the lake that
would bear his name; and the 200th
anniversary  of Robert Fulton’s
maiden steamboat journey up the
Hudson.
~ All three will be celebrated in
2009 by the Hudson-Fulton-Cham-
plain Quadricentennial Commission,
based in Albany, with events slat-
ed from New York City to Albany.
Bertolozzi’s plan would let the pub-
lic experience his event through
speakers and video screens at
Waryas Park in Poughkeepsie.
With the library of recorded
bridge sounds he assembles this
week, Bertolozzi will piece togeth-
er, or compose, a song. He will use
that composition to further pitch
his Mid-Hudson Bridge percussion
plan to the Quadricentennial
Commission and potential cor-
porate sponsors.
“We still have to wait and see,
but I'm happy to know that Mr.
Bertolozzi is out there, pursuing
‘his dream,” said Barbara Fratian-
ni, executive director of the Hud-
son-Fulton-Champlain Quadri-
centennial Commission, who has
been in contact with Bertolozzi
about the proposal. “We will anx-
iously await the results.”
Traveling vertically in a spider
bucket Tuesday, bridge authority
maintenance climber Dennis
Haines rigged sound equipment
more than 75 feet above the
bridge’s roadway and then banged
on the suspender rope with a small
sledgehammer. On the south
walkway below, Bertolozzi listened
through headphones while
Kuhnke captured what sounded

¢We WiH have to wait
and see, but I'm happy
to know that Mr.
Bertolozzi is out there,
pursuing his dream.’

Barbara Fratianni

executive director,
Hudson-Fulton-Champlain
Quadricentennial Commission

on Joseph Bertolozzi’s plans to stage
his bridge-percussion event

like Darth Vader, the science fic-
tion villain from “Star Wars,” walk-
ing through a cave on his IBM lap-
top computer. ,

Asked if he planned to head up
in the spider bucket, Bertolozzi
joked, “I don’t have that kind of
insurance.”

Bertolozzi’s two-day recording
session, on a 3,000-foot-long span
that cost $5.9 million to build and
opened in 1930, also includes bang-
ing on handrails, guardrails, spin-
dles, grating and girders.

“This is exhilarating, this is so
much fun,” Bertolozzi said. “This
is just great. This is life.”

A handful of motorists seemed
intrigued by Bertolozzi testing out
the bridge sound with his ham-
mers. But the majority of those
who passed by in cars were obliv-
ious, despite the composer’s danc-
ing that accompanied his playing.

Eric Greene of Cottekill, Ulster
County, was walking on the
bridge’s north walkway Tuesday
morning as Bertolozzi worked. He
thinks the composer should be

- Hudson River
On Tuesday and today,
Bertolozzi and a team of
Bridge Authority workers are -
hitting the bridge with ham-
-mers and recording the. b
. resulting sounds. Bertolozzi

will compose a song from
these recordings and use it
to.pitch his percussion plan

. to the Hudson-Fulton-Cham-
plain Quadricentennial Com- -
mission, which is overseeing
the 2009 celebration, and
potential sponsors.
Bertolozzi hopes to have his
song completed by mid-Sep-
tember. For information, also

“visit wwwi.josephbertolozzi, -
com, www.exploreny400.com =
and www.nysba.state.ny.us

commended for following through
on such an ambitious plan.

“I think it’s great,” Greene
said after learning of Bertolozzi's
proposal. “He’s being authentic in
what he believes.”

Permission allowing Bertolozzi
to conduct this week’s recording
session and potentially stage some-
thing on a larger scale in 2009 came
from the bridge authority’s board
of commissioners, authority
spokesman Mark Sheedy said.

“This is about what I expected
to see,” Sheedy said of Bertolozzi’s
setup. “But it’s what you hear, not
what you see.”

John W. Barry can be reached at
jobarry@poughkeepsiejournal.com





